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Our World 

 



Introduction 

 Man is a social animal. He lives in social 

groups in communities and in society. 

Human life and society almost go together. 

Man cannot live without society. Man is 

biologically and psychologically equipped to 

live in groups, in society. Society has 

become an essential condition for human life 

to arise and to continue.  



Society Developing the Individual 
 

 The greatest capacity of society is its ability to actively foster 
the personal growth and development of its individual citizens. 

 The empowerment and fulfillment of the individual may be the 
greatest evolving force at work in society today. 

 The empowerment and fulfillment of the individual is perhaps 
the main determinant of the existence and spread of the 
Internet today. 

 Perhaps society's greatest challenge is to support the 
empowerment and fulfillment of the individual. 

 Societies are being challenged by the rising tide of expectations 
of the individual. That is because of heightened expectations 
due to education, communications, and media, and the 
background force of a movement of the empowerment and 
fulfillment of the individual. 



Society Supporting the Development of 
the Individual  
 

 As society evolves, it comes to increasingly support 
the growth and potential of the individual. It moves 
from mere recognition to empowering the individual 
at the economic level to supporting him at the level 
of culture and individual fulfillment. The more society 
recognizes the individual fulfillment of the individual, 
and fully engages in supporting it, the more the 
individual supports the growth and development of 
that society, likewise from economic to cultural to 
psychological to spiritual.  



Individual Achievement and 
Achievement of Society 
 

 Man can achieve anything on which he sets 

his Mind, provided it is already an 

achievement of the society. It is unthinkable 

for us to conceive of hundreds of geniuses in 

the future. It will be real when the society 

fixes its mind on it.  



Relation of Individual and Society 

 The relationship between individual and 
society is ultimately one of the profound of all 
the problems of social philosophy. It is more 
philosophical rather than sociological 
because it involves the question of values. 
There is two main theories regarding the 
relationship of man and society .They are the 
(i) social contract theory and (ii) the 
organismic theory.   



Social Contract Theory 

 



Social Contract Theory 
 

 Social contract theory, nearly as old as 

philosophy itself, is the view that persons’ 

moral and/or political obligations are 

dependent upon a contract or agreement 

among them to form the society in which they 

live.  



Founders 

 Socrates uses something quite like a social contract argument 
to explain to Crito why he must remain in prison and accept the 
death penalty. However, social contract theory is rightly 
associated with modern moral and political theory and is given 
its first full exposition and defense by Thomas Hobbes. After 
Hobbes, John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau are the best 
known proponents of this enormously influential theory, which 
has been one of the most dominant theories within moral and 
political theory throughout the history of the modern West. In 
the twentieth century, moral and political theory regained 
philosophical momentum as a result of John Rawls’ Kantian 
version of social contract theory, and was followed by new 
analyses of the subject by David Gauthier and others.  



Modern Trends 

 More recently, philosophers from different 

perspectives have offered new criticisms of social 

contract theory. In particular, feminists and race-

conscious philosophers have argued that social 

contract theory is at least an incomplete picture of 

our moral and political lives, and may in fact 

camouflage some of the ways in which the contract 

is itself parasitical upon the subjugations of classes 

of persons.  



Organismic Theory 

 



(ii) Organismic Theory of Society 
 

 Organismic theory is another vital theory of 

the origin of human society. Plato, Aristotle, 

Herbert Spencer, Spengler and Novico were 

the main exponents of this theory. They have 

compared the society with a living human 

body or organism.  



Description 

 According to them, society is nothing but a kind of 

living organism, biological organism. In other words, 

the organismic theory video society is a living 

organism possessing organs, which perform 

functions analogues to these of a plant or animal. 

Among ail these scholars Herbert Spencer has 

occupied unique place, because of this significant 

contribution in the field of organismic theory or 

society.  



Spencer Says 

 According to Spencer society differs from human 
organism in the following important respects. 

 1. In organic growth, nature plays a dominant and 
organismic naturally grows. On the other hand, social 
growth may be checked or stimulated by man himself. 

 2. The units of a society are not fixed in their respective 
positions like those of the individual organism. 

 3. In an organism, consciousness is concentrated in the 
small part of the aggregate, that is, in the nervous system 
while in a society it is diffused throughout whole 
aggregate. 



Conclusion 

 We may conclude that man depends on society. It is in the 
society that an individual is surrounded and encompassed by 
culture, a societal force. It is in the society again that he has to 
conform to the norms, occupy statuses and become members 
of groups. The question of the relationship between the 
individual and the society is the starting point of many 
discussions.  
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